


School. After moving back to Elma, she ran the in- 
surance business which she took over from her father, 
Jerry W. Conway. She also served as secreltary of the 
Elma Creamery and was appointed EIma Post- 
mistress, which she served for 15 years. During her 
tenure she answered all Ietters which came to the post 
office addressed ta Santa Clam. She answered over 
500 letters each year from youngsters in the communi- 
ty including a srnd treat in each letter. 

Harold Stapleton Family 

Harold Stapleton, son of James and Loretta (Con- 
way) Stapleton, was born October 6, 1918, at Nashua, 
Iowa. Lucille Stapleton, daughter of, Louis and 
Margaret (Ruhoffl KobEska, was born September 11, 
1918, at Deerfield. Harold and Lucille were married on 
February 28, 1938, at I. C. Church in Elma by Rev. E. 
O’Donnell. They have thee children: Judith Ann 
Biwer of Zumhroh, Minnesota, James H. Stapleton of 
New Nampton, and Joyce L. Swestka of Protivin, 
Iowa, and nine grandchildren. 

When married, Harold was employed by Gaylord 
Robison at Elma Grocery. In 1939. they moved to 
Grundy Center where he was employed as meat cutter 
at the Chek Grocery for 2% years. Then he was 
employed at the George A. Home1 Co. in Austin. 
Harold and Lucille returned to Elma in 1943 after the 
death of Leonard Kobliska and helped Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis Kobliska operate the Kobliska Dairy. Kobliska’a 
had operated the dairy for 21 years. They retired to 
Elma, and Harold and Lucille continued QpWtting the 
dairy from 1946 until 1973. Lucille was employed at 
the Peoples Savings Bank, hired by Reed EIwcod and 
Charles Garmen. She retired in 1983 after 25 years of 
employment. Harold has been in the insurance busi- 
ness that has been in the family for three generations, 

Harold and LuciIle Stapleton 
February 28,1938. 

IL 
H A ? \ 

Harold Stapletou family. (Left to rightl-Judy IBiwerl. Joyce 
(Swestkd, Lucille, damea, Harold. 

P 

William Riwer, dr., family. I 

(standing, rear), Judy and B 
November. 1980. 

James and Gloria Stapleton 
Wedding. 

She! 
child 
tom. 

1 Ronald Swestka family. Ronald, 
/a- Joyce, Jaeon end Tiffmy. 
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J. W. Conway and then James and Loretta Stapleton. 
In 1965, Harold took over as sole owner and it is still 
operated as Stapleton Insurance Agency. In 1970, he 
purchased the E. J. Weber Agency in AIta Vista and it 
is operated as Weber-Stapleton Agency, Alta Vista, 
Iowa. Since 1955 ts the present, they have operated 
the Stapleton Auction Service and me still in opera- 
tion. They have always tried to help promote busi- 
nesses in our town. 

Judy Biwev, daughter of Harold and LuucilIe 
(Kobliska) Stapleton, was born at  Hastings Hospital in 



Elma on January 27,1940. She and William J. Biwer, 
son o€ William A. and Theresa (Rosonke) Biwer, were 
married June 27,1964 at the I. C. Church in E h a  and 
have four children: Jodie, Brian, Kim and Kris. They 
own and operate a plumbing and heating business in 
Zumbrota, Minnesota. 
James Stapleton, son of Harold and Lucille (Koblis- 

ka) Stapleton, was born February 8,1943, and married 
Gloria Steifel, daughter of Buehla Steifel and the late 
Walter Steifel of New Hampton, on November 18, 
1961. They are the parents of two children: Shelby and 
Salina. Jim graduated from Elma I. C. in 1961 and 
served with the U.S. Navy. He was employed at Oliver 
Corp. in Charles City, after which he was employed at 
the US. Post Office in New Hampton where he is 
presently a city carrier. Jim and Gloria also are 
ownerloperators of the Country Antique Shop south of 
New Hampton. 

Joyce Swestka, daughter of Harold and Lucille 
(Kobliska) Stapleton, was born January 2, 1953, and 
married Ronald Swestka, son of John and Marcella 
(Demer) Swestka (who was born January 3, 1953) on 
November 18, 1972. They have thee  children: Jason, 
Tiffany and Randy. They both graduated in 1971 from 
Crestwood High School. They are presently farming 
near Protivin and are also ownerloperator of the R. C. 
Feed Store in Protivin. 

Robert and Nora Stapleton 

I 

1 rr. - -r 

Robert Stapleton famiiy. h f t  tp AgbttJudy Stapleton, 
Robert. Jr., Bob. Nora, Richard and Honor Lanpeck. 

Robert Conway (Bob) Stapleton, a farmer northeast 
of Elma, the eldest son of James and Loretta 
Stapleton, was born in Elma. The family moved to his 
grandfather’s farm near Nashua in 1916. Bob received 
his ducation in a rurd school and graduated from 
Nashua High School. En 1933 his parents and Bob, 
Harold, Lorraine, and Betty returned to EIma to live. 

Bob worked as a farm laborer, In June, 1941, he mar- 
ried Nora Angela Kelly. They lived on the farm with 
her parents where Bob entered a partnership with 
Nora’s father. They specialized in purebred m g u s  cat- 
tle and purebred hogs. 

Nora, born in Chester in 1917, received her education 
in a rural school and graduated from the 1. C. 
Academy. She attended Mt. Mercy Jr. College in M a r  
Rapids, Iowa, and State Teachers College in Cedar 
Falls, Iowa. Her BA degree was received at  Upper 

Iowa University in Fayette, Iowa. Her teaching career 
began in a rurd home school where she taught for 
eight years. For a number of years the only playground 
equipment was a big rock, which apparently dirmn- 
ished in size when students came back t Q  see it after 
they had grown up. She taught seventh and eighth 
grades in I. C. grade school for two years and fornth 
grade in the Ehna Public Elementary for eleven years, 
retiring in 1982. They adopted two children, a son, 
Robert, Jr., who married Judith Miller from Eyota, 
Minnesota. Robert had been an EMT with Gold Cross 
Ambulance Service in Rochester. Minnesota, for five 
years. Presently they are operating a liquor store in 
Nelson. Wisconsin. A daughter, Honor Marie, married 
Richard Langreck Of Lawler. Iowa. They have three 
sons, Timothy, Michael. and Paul. Honor graduated as 
an LPN. Richard works for a grain elevator and fer- 
tilizer business. 

Paul Stevens Familg 

Paul Stevens family.-Paul, Marian. Lucille. 
Alan, Cliff, Tom. 

Paul Stevens, born February 29, 1896, and Marian 
McKellur, born September 19,1900, were married May 
7, 1927. Paul, having spent four years in the navy air 
cops in WW I,  chose t o  attend Creighton University 
in Omaha in lieu of returning to farm with his father. 
He k a m e  an attorney and while practicing in Austin, 
Minnesota, married Marian. In the years ahead, they 
returned to the farm due to failing health of Paul’s 
parents. The home farm was located ‘/B mile north of 
Acme (at one time called Lawther), and although it was 
an equal distance to Elma or Riceville, the family at- 
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tended the I. C. Church and School in Elma. Paul and 
Marian had four children: Lucille, the oldest, married 
Luverne Murphy. The three boys, Alan, Cliff and Tom 
made their way West, married and have been in the 
floor covering business. Paul and Marian farmed on 
the home place until their retirement. Marian died Oc- 
tober 23,1962, at age 62; Paul died August 11,1982, at 
age 86. 

Kenneth L. Stevenson Family 

Kenneth L. Stevenson, son of Lynn A. Stevenson 
and Nellie (Seavy) Stevenson, married Betty Mae 
Tierney, daughter of Dennis Tiemey and Nina (O'Neil) 
Tierney, October 30,1948, at The Immaculate Concep- 
tion Church, Elma, Iowa. 

Kenneth was born on a farm northeast of Ricedle, 
Iowa. He received his schooling at Riceville, Chester 
and Lime Springs, Iowa. He spent two years in the 

I 1 

Kenneth Stevenmn family. B a c k  row, lelE to 
right)-Dennia, 'Betty and Kenny, Gary. (Front 
raw)-Nancy and KeUp. 

3 Dennis Steveneon lamilp-San- 
dra, Qennirr, Scott and Brian, 
Dennis, sori of Kenneth and Bet- 
ty Stevenson. and Sandra, 
daughter of MarvIn and Gloria 
Tonn, sire life-time residemts of  
Elma. 

Kelly and Cynthia, Stevenwon 
Glendon C. Beneon fam- 
ilv-Nnncv. Glendon and 

United States Navy, worked in Rath Packing Co, a t  
Waterloo, Chamberlain Manufacturing Co, at Water- 
loo, Iowa, and The Oliver Corporation at Charles City, 
Iowa, while operating a service station and a repair 
shop at  Elma since 1948 to the present time. Also has 
the distinction of being the last blacksmith in the town 
of Elma. 

Betty, born on a farm southwest of E h a  May 29, 
1929, attended country schml and graduated from 
high school at Immaculate Conception, Elma, Iowa. 
Betty has spent her time as a housewife and mother to 
four children: Dennis, Gary, Nancy and Kelly. 

Dennis married Sandra Tonn and they are the 
parents of two sons, Brian and Scott. Dennis is 
employed at Kitchens of Sara k, New Hampton, 
Iowa, and Sandra at North Iowa Area Community CoI- 
lege and Comprehensive Systems, Elma, Iowa, Gary, 
single and living at Mason City, Iowa, is employed a t  
Winnebago Industries, Forest City, Iowa. 

Kelly married Cynthia May from East North Port 
Long Island, New York, daughter of Frank and 
Kathleen May, on June 1,1984. Kelly is a construction 
engineer employed at H. M. Hughes Co., New York 
City. Cyntha is a chemical engineer employed at 
Sperry Corporation, Long Island, New York. They now 
live at Hempstead, New York. 

Nancy L. Stevenson, daughter of Kenneth and Betty 
(Tierney), m i d  Glen Benson, SQII of Merrill and 
Mary (Rouchka) Benson, on February 25, 1984, and 
they are the parents of one son, Eric Jon, born May 1, 
1985. Both are employed at The Kitchens of Sara Lee. 
They reside in New Hampton, Iowa. 

Clifford Stratton 

Clifford Stratton was born October 16, 1900, t o  Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Stratton. Cliff married Lucinda 
McGrane on November 23, 1925, and one child was 
born to them-Mary Lou, whe died in infancy. 

Clifford and Lucinda celebrated their fifty-fifth wed- 
ding anniversary on Nwember 23.1980. 

Lucinda and Clifford Stratton 

Cliff and Lucinda operated the New Deal Inn early in 
their marriage, later moving to Minneapolis to work 
for Brown and Bigelow. They built their first home and 
business in Elma in 1949, The structure heId a barber- 
shop in the west side and living quarters in the east 
side. This building was destroyed in the fire of 1954. 
The Strattons rebuilt a similar structure, where Lucin- 
da still lives. After operating a barbershop far almost 
30 years, Cliff sold his business to John Wacha 111. 

son, Eric john. Cliff served a3 grand knight of the Knights of Colum- 
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Ray Sullivan 

y Sullivan was born April 11, 1888, in Elma, he 
son of Daniel and Jane Suliivan. He had four sisters: 
S i s k  Mary Daniel, Sister Mary EuIaLia. Mrs, L, J. 
Holroyd, Mrs. Clem (Lydia) Cashman, and two 
brothers, Tom and Vincent. 

Ray married Margaret Biwer, daughter of Frank 
Biwer, in St. Paul in 1908. They farmed in the Elma 
area a11 their lives. They were parents of: Lea, Elma; 
Daniel, Cedar Falls, Iowa; Mrs, Art (Rosemary) Gebel, 
Alta Vista: Mrs. Richard (Geraldine) Winged, Granite 
Falls, Minnesota; and Jane of Waterloo. 

Ray died in March .of 1957 and is buried in the 
Calvary Cemetery in Elma. 

Margaret died August 10, 1968, at the age of 83. 

Thomas SuIlivan Family 
Thomas and Bridget Brennan SuElivan were parents 

of six children: Edward, Thomas H.. Patrick and 
Daniel. Mary Roche and Julia Devereaux. 

Thomas H. was born on November 10, 1854, in New 
York. In 1865, the Sullivan's moved to mal E h a .  
Thomas married Mary Jane Quillinan, daughter of 
Charles and Catherine Keefe Quillinan, on July 20, 
1881, a t  St. Cecelia. 

Thomas H. and Mary Jane had seven children: 
Frank, Charles, Catherine (Mrs. Albert LaugMn). 
Qmer (a Jesuit priest), Marie (Mother Sister Marie of 
St. Francis Borgia), Mrs. James ICIair) Greene, and 
Mrs. Homer (Charlotte) Edmston. 
The Sullivan families were farmers in the Elma m a .  

They were active in the Immaculate Conception 
Church at Elma. Mary Jane was a country school 
teacher near Elma and Thomas, Sr., was a county 
supervisor in the 1880'5. 

Reverend h e r  Sullivan Golden 
Jubilee. 

The farm, which was purchased through a Land Pat- 
ent from the U.S. Government by Thomas and Mary 
Jane Sullivan, is now owned by the ThieIe family, so i t  
has only had two family owners. Thomas built a barn 
and for the first year of their marriage and until the 
birth of their first child, Frank, they lived in the loft of 
the b m .  Meanwhile, Thomas built the house which 
still stands and where all the other children were born. 
In the 1960's family visitors could still view the 
number of nicks on the kitchen door frame put there by 
Thomas when he measured the growth of Marie each 
year on her birthday. 
In lus late 4O7s9, Thomas retired from farming and 

moved into Elma. Their home, built by a Mr. Klemme, 
who also built the house across the alley, whch for 
many years was the home of Uncle Tom and Alunt Jo 
Cashman (terms of endearment as they were not rela- 
tives) is ~ Q W  owned by Merle and Leona Jacoby. The 
Diekmann's lived on the southeast corner, the Dr. 
Stute's family lived on the southwest comer, the 
Stack's (the local druggist) were on the northwest cor- 
ner and the Sullivan house was on the northeast cor- 
ner-all on Main Street. These homes are all stilt stand- 
ing, though all have had extensive remodeling. 

Frank Sullivan married Margaret Elgas and they 
raised their family of twelve children in Elma. Their 
son, George, was lolled in the Pacific Theater in World 
war II. 

Charles married Margaret Jamby. They were par. 
ents of ten children and lived in the Elma area. 

Catherine m a n i d  Albert LaugMn, She will be 
remembered by many as the 5th and 6th grade teacher 
in the Elma Public School during the years 1925 

Thoma* Sullivan family. (Left to right)-Charlotte Edmistoa, Claire 
Greene. Sister Marie of St. Francis, Rev. Omer, Catherine hughliu,  
Charles. and Frank. 
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I later moved to St. Paul. Mime- 

ivan spent the: last 25 years of his 
American country now known as 
I a missionary. 
spent much of her life at the G o d  
use in St, Paul, where for a number 
! Mother of Novices, and responsi- 
md education of the young women 
came nuns. 
E. She married James Greene and 
nily of four children in New York 

omer Edmiston, lived and died in 

3f the Thomas H. Sullivan family 
itherine was the last t o  die in 1978. 
are buried in Calvary Cemetery in 

Laughlin sent her tribute t o  
nys be grateful for my formative 
earned values, we learned loyalty, 
education by any standard; family 
nd even though many have left to 
other places, no matter what the 
n back to the place of our birth, to 
es that are so precious." 

Wles Sullivan 

(Rack row, left to ~Rht!-Lavern; Mrs. 
"Curly"; Mrs. Raymond 1hIarie) Frank: 
(Betty) Regan. (Front)-Omer. Mrfi. Ed 
harlea M q f u e t ,  J w .  

, - 1  

Margamt Jawby SnIlham Note 
the watch pinned t o  her dresa. 
ThiEi was a cherished gift from 
her father for helping pick NIW 
by hand, when Hhe mas sixteen 
years af age. 

- - %$, I -  
b r, 
V i 1  ''Curly" Sullivan, 
 on of Charles and M m  
garet. 

I 
t 

Chnrlen and Margaret (Jacoby) 
Sullivan wedding day. 

Charles Sullivan, son of Thomas H. and Maty Jane 
QuiIlinan Sullivan, was born September 28, 1883. He 
married Margaret Jacoby June 12, 1907, and to this 
union tea children were born: Mrs. Ralph (Lila) M m ,  
RiceviUe; Virgil, married t o  Irene Kinter, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; Joseph, married Helen Kohtes, they lived 
in the Elma community until retiring to Cresco; 
Lawrence mars id  Dorothy Vick, St. Pad, Minnesota; 
Mrs. Raymond (Marie) Frank, CF~SCO; Vern married 
LaVaugh Taylor, Waterloo, Iowa; Omer and his wife, 
Evelyn, Eve in D d a s ,  Texas; Mrs. Vernon (Betty) 
Regan, Charles City, Iowa; Charles, W ~ Q  died as a 
child; and Mrs, Ed (Rose Marie) Wubbens, Charles 
City, Iowa. 

Charles lived all his Life in the Elma Community and 
was a farmer. For many years he was clerk of Howard 

Margaret died on March 1,1958, and Charles did on 
April 17 of that same year at the age of 74. 

Township. 

weddig p i c t m  or ~ r d  E. 
and Margaret Elgae 
Sullivan. 

- 

Mnrgaret amd Frank 
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Harold Thiele 

Harold Thiele, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Thiele, mar- 
ried Kathleen Regan, daughter of John and Josephine 
(Irvin) Regan, in 1952. 

They became parents of: Mrs. James (Patricia) 
Hooks; Gregory; Julie Knecht; Mrs. Bryce (Mary 
Ellen) Larsen; Gerald; Neik and Beverly. 
John Regan, born in Waukon in 1881, moved to 

Busti when young. He married Josephine Irvin, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs Joe Inin, aIso of Busti. They 
farmed north of Elma for years and later moved into 
the town of Elma. Harold and Kathleen Thiele bought 
the Regan farm and raised their family there. Recently, 
they sold the fann t o  their son, Greg and his wife, Lori, 
who with their two chiIdren, Travis and Trent, live 
there, making it a fourth generation farm. 

Frank Sullivan Iamily. (Left to ri&t)--Doa, Lean, Jim. Bernadine, 
John, Mary Ann, Turn, Donna, Gerry, Marguerite, Marcella. (In 
Irontl-Prank and Margaret. 

One of the weddings of the earlier part of the century 
in Elma was the wedding of Frank Sullivan and 
Margaret Elgas on January 26, 1909, at the Im- 
maculate Conception Church. 

He was a native of the Elma area and she had come 
to Elma from Wisconsin with her parents, the Michael 
Elgas, when she was a child. 

About two years after their marriage, they moved to 
Kent, Minnesota, then later to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
before returning t Q  E h a  in 1929. 

They were parents of twelve children, five of whom 
were born in Elma. None of them reside in Elma at 
present. 

The children are: Marcella Harwick, Illinois; Bernar- 
dine Trout, Arizona: Donald, Waterloo, Iowa; Tom, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa (deceased); Marguerite Miller, 
Osage; George, killed in service in the Navy, 1942; 
James, Cedar Rapids; Donna Wagner, Waterloo; Jack, 
Texas; Gerry, California; Leon, California; and Mary 
Ann, Dubuque. 

They celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
in 1959. 

Frank died in 1960 and Margaret died April 28, 
1977. 

Leo Thiele Family 

a - 1  

Orrie Thompson 

Orrie Eddy Thompson moved with his family ta 
E l m  community in September of 1953. He and 
wife, Geraldine, deceased--1918-1963, had f 
daughters: Kay, Connie. Kathy, Corinne and Mary 

Orrie was born July 3, 1909, and raised in Gree 
Iowa. He had worked at a quarry hauling rock by hz 
for $20 a week, on the section crew, as a farm hand, 
electrician for Albrecht Hatchery before starting w 
Interstate Power Co. in 1939. In 1943, he took a Ie; 
of absence from Interstate and worked at  Oliver Cc 
for war efforts. In October of the same year, he edis  
in the Navy. As a Chief Petty Officer, he was statio1 
in Alaska until December of 1945 when he was 
c ~ M .  At that time he started a TV and radio reg 
shop. He operated the shop until he went back to WI 

for Interstate in 1948. In May of 1952, he accepted 
position of service representative for the Riceville at 
In Septernbex, 1953, he was appointed Area Mana 
in Elma. He served in that position untiI August 
1974, when he retired. 

His amateur radio hobby keeps him busy when 
isn’t watching baseban games on TV. His favoi 
quote is “Left handers use the right side of their brt 
so they are the only ones in their right mind!” 

Severt Thornpaon 
1- 

# 
P - -  

Y 

f -  

Leo Thiele family hkea in November 1943. (Back row. left t o  
rightk-lea, Joseph. Carl, Lawrence, Henry. (Front row, left t o  
riRht}-HaroEd, Lea. Anna, Mrs. George (Clara) Rayer. 

I 4. 
El 

, r e -  Mr. and Mrs. h Thiele pg:. , .. .-h 
on their 60th wedding an- 
niversary September 21, 
1969. front)-Mary. 

(Back row, left to rightI-Thornas. Ctara, M a p e  and Severt. (In 
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Severt Thompson was born February 7, 1892, the 
son of Ole and Elizabeth (Nundd)  Thompson. 
November 17, 1914, he married Mayme Matik and 
they lived in the Lourdes area. 

Mayme was the daughter of Thomas and Mary 
(Keudelka) Marik, She was born October 22, 1895. 

Severt and Mayme began their married life on the 
farm, moving into EEna in 1932 where he was 
employed by the Eclipse Lumber Company until his 
sudden death May 20, 1949. 

Mayme did  May 20,1948, after a long struggle with 
multiple sclerosis. 

They were the parents of five chi€&en: Thomas; Mrs. 
Francis (Clara) Enright; Leo, who died of lockjaw in 
1929: Alice, who died of pneumonia in 1936; and Mrs. 
Jerome (Mary) Heying. 

D, H. Tidpel l  

One of the first buildings in Elma was the hardware 
store. D. H. TidgweU bought lumber in New Hampton 
and hauled it to the present site of E h a ,  prior to the 
time when the railroad was built. He ran the business 
very successfully for six years. 
In 1892, D. H. married Ida M. Trickle of New Harnp- 

ton, a teacher. He retired from the hardware trade and 
turned hs attention to the breeding and raising of race 
horses. In  Jim Pittengefs book, I Remember Elma, 
Jim remembered hi3 father, D. H. and BiZI Murray rac- 
ing, but D. H. always came in first. 

About 1894 D, H. went into the Iumber business and 
r m  the yard until 1900 when he sold to the C. W. Chap- 
man Lumber Company. 
The Tidpell's had three children: LyEah, David and 

Thelma. The only boy, David, died very young. 
Ida painted many pictures. In her early years, she 

painted with oils, later on with pastels. Many of these 
pictures grace the homes of people in Elma. Ida had 
many poems committed to memory. Whatever the oc- 
casion, she could quote an appropriate poem. 

Ward L. Cook (1896-1976) and Lylah Tidgwell 
(1897-1964) lived 1 '/z d e s  north and 1% miles west of 

I 
David Tidgwell family. ILeft)-David Tidmell. daughter, Thelma 
Tidgwell Raker Rick, driving, Ida Trickle T i d p e l l ,  wile, behind car, 
Lylah TidRwell Cook, daughter, right. The family believes the car to 
be a 1918 Suick. The picture is  taken with the family home in the 
background. The hause i b  now owned by the Lavern Worple family. 

x 

Lylah Cook 

Elsie Kpple I I 

Elma. En March, 1937, the farm heme burned to the 
ground. Lylah saved their only child, Bonita (Boni 
Ihns). LyEah was badly burned. To replace the home, 
the Congregational Church in Elma was purchased for 
$800. It C Q S ~  $900 to move it to the farm. Lylah taught 
school in Elma and some of the surroundmg towns for 
over twenty years. 

In 1939, Elsie Kppe came to teach bhe country 
school (Afhn No. 7).  Lylah told her she could stay two 
weeks while she looked for another place t o  stay. 
Somehow she never found another place, Elsie made 
her home with the Cook's for 25 years. At age 62, EIsie 
joined the Franciscan Order, after having taught 
school for 44 years. She still teaches in Sioux City. 

B ~ n i  married Lyle Ihns and lives in Lime Springs. 
They had two children, David Ward, and Lulylah Cook 
Ihns. Boni taught art in Ricevjlle for twenty years. 
David still continues the tradition of the family and 
teaches a t  GiIbert, Arizona. 
In 1962, Lylah and Ward gave land to the Howard 

County Consewation Board for a marsh area, known 
as Lylahs Marsh. A commemorative tree was planted 
and dedicated to J. (Ding) Darling, a conservation car- 
toonist. The tree also marked the two millionth 
evergreen tree to be planted in Iowa. 

Dennis Tiermy Family 
Johannah (Hannah) Kane was born in approximately 

1854 near Aurora, Kane CQUTL~Y, Illinois, of Irish inmi- 
grant parents. She, her parents, and brothers and 
sisters moved t o  a farm southwest of Elma. Her 
younger brother, Michael W e ,  was a long-time resi- 
dent of Elma. 
Johanna (Hannah) Kane married Dennis Tierney and 

two daughters, Gertrude and Evelyn, were born to the 
union. They resided on a farm two and onehalf miles 
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southwest of Elma., which when i t  was sold in the 
1970's had never had a mortgage on it. 

Following the death of Dennis Tierney in the early 
19OO's, his wife and their two daughters moved to the 
town of Elma, first living in a twestory house across 
from what was later the Standard Oil Station on Busti 
Avenue. They later moved to a house on the west side 
of Elma where Mrs. Tierney, and later, the StUte's, re; 
sided until khe late 1960's when the house was sold to 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Boyle, Sr. 

Gertmde and Evelyn Tierney attended Mount St. 
Joseph Academy, now Clarke College, in Dubuque, 
Iowa, Evelyn later graduated from Iowa State 
Teachers College, Cedar Falls, Iowa, and taught in 
Skagway, Alaska, and in Pwtel lo ,  Idaho. She then 
moved It0 New York City. received a Masters Degree 
from Columbia University and taught the mentally 
handicapped in the New York school system for a 
number of years. Evelyn died in the 1970's and is 
buried in New Jersey, where she had resided for many 
years. 

Gertrude Tierney was born in 1884. She married 
Frederick N. Stub, D.D.S., in November, 1907. They 
live$ with her mother in the house in West Elma, 
where Mrs, Tierney died in 1940. Except for periodic 
visits with her children, Gertrude Tierney Stute lived 
in her home here until the late 196Q's, when she moved 
to the KahI Home for the Aged, Davenport, Iowa. She 
died in February, 1971, at age 86, and was buried in the 
family plot a t  Calvary Cemetery, Elma, Iowa. 

Dennis Tierney Family 
Dennis is the son of Walter and Evelyn (Eiffler) 

Tiemey. His grandparents, Dennis and Nina (O'Neil) 
Tiemey and Louis and Thresa (Bucholz) Eifff er, all set- 
tled in the Elma area. Dennis and hitis brother, Ronald, 
were r a i d  for many years by Ernest and Thresa 
Kutzbach. 

Dennis married Joyce Swehla, daughter of Jerome 
and Grace Swehla of Alta Vista, who was born and 
raised near Alta Vista. They have six children: Brett, 
Bradley, Nicole, Natalie, B r d e  and Brian. Dennis is a 
machinist a t  White Farm, in Charles City and they live 
near Charies City. 

Dennk 'I'iemey family. (Lcft to riEht)-Jnyce. Yicole. Ulrdeg, 
Brett, Dennim {father). (Wontl-Rrian. Brodie. Natalie. 

Leo Tonn 
Leo Tom, one of Elma's businessmen, was born 

March 6, 1908, in Riceville, Iowa, Lo Mike and 
LeopoEdine T~nn.  

On October 2, 1926, he was united in marriage to 
Ehora Hendrickson of LeRoy, Minnesota. To this 
union, four children were born: Francis of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa; Marvin of Elma; Charlotte McGrane, 
Fairbanks, Iowa; and Shirley Teepe, Orchard, Iowa. 
Leo served in the United States Navy from Novem- 

ber 7,1943, to January 12, 1946. He was a member of 
the American Legion. Leo and his family moved to 
Elma in 1946 when he purchased the Erion Building 
and opened the Tip Top Tavern and Cafe. 
Leo passed away September 28,1975, in Elma, of an 

apparent heart attack while conducting an auction 
sale. Interment wa3 in Calvary Cemetery in Riceville, 
Iowa. 

Elnora still resides in her home in Elma. 

M&n Tonn Family 

Marvin Tom was born in Ricevine, Iowa, to Leo and 
EInora (Hendrickson) Tunn, moving to Elma in 1946. 
He was associated in the tavern and restaurant 
business for several years with his father . . then driv- 
ing semi's for Hayden, AIta Vista Feed and Grain, 
Kobliska Trucking and Howard County Equity. Gloria 
i s  a certified nurse's aide, daughter of Edward and 
Helen (Drtina) Shimek, married Marvin on October 21, 
1952, at Holy Cross Church in Schley, Iowa. She has 
spent her past 16 years caring for their invalid 
daughter, babysits and sews. To t h a  union, seven 
children were born. They are: Sandra (Stevenson), 
1953; Leland, 1955; Lorilee, 1959; JoAnn (Marshall), 
1961; Marvin, Jr., 1965; Peggy, 1967; and Michael, 
1973. 

Marvin was born in 1930 and GIoria in 1933. 
Sandra married Dennis Stevenson; Leland married 

Kathy Walker; JoAnn married David Marshall: and 
Peggy married Khris Huhe. 

(Standing)-Marvin, dr., Marvin {Lode) and Gloria, J o h n ,  Sandra, 
Leland. ISeeted)-Michael, hrilee, Peggy. 

Harvey Tmnkey and Ida John were married 
November 30, 1875. 
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In 1816, the young couple moved to Howard County, 
?ttling on a farm about a mile e a s t  of what is now 
h a .  They resided there several years and Iater 
tmed on a place about thee  miles north of Elma. In 
Ictober, 1891, when the town was in its infancy, they 
3tablished their home in Elma. 
Mr. Thnkey was engaged in the grocery business 

nd later in the dray line business. §he died in 1934. 
They were the parents of seven children: Charles, 
Irs. George (Margaret) Evans, Mrs. (Frances) Har- 
rave, Mrs. (Mary) Fitcher, Merle, and Mrs. (Alice) Pel- 
in. 

Mr. and Mrs, Reuben Tuchek 

Reuben Tuchek and VioIa Tupy were married in 1940 
; Protivin, I ~ w a ,  by Reuben’s brother, Rev. Edward 
uchek. After Reuben’s discharge from the A m y ,  
ley lived in SpiPlville with Mrs. Tuchek’s parents. A 
Bar later, in 1945, they moved to Elma. They operated 
tavern in Elma for 23 years, until their retirement En 
369. They built a home then and me at present living 
I E h a .  

Mr. and Mrs. Robert TuttIe 
Robert and Ramona Tuttle live on Rural Route 2, 

IIma. They have resided in the Elma area since 1965, 
rhere they are farmers. 
They are parents OE Mrs. Clayton (Suzanne) 

Iolmstrom, Elma; Mike, fiedericksburg; Gary, Col- 
ta, California. 

C h d e s  Tyler Family 

Charles L. Tyler was born August 16,1866, near Na- 
ional, Iowa, and died September 9, 1944. 

Charles and his wife, Doradee (Dora), moved to Elm3 
from Charles City in 1889 to upen a meat market. 
C k I e s  and the former Dora Kaebrick had been mar. 
rid on May 13,1887. Charley was engaged in the meat 
and butchering business and at one time owned three 
butcher shops. He was rated as one of the best 
butchers in this swtion of the state. In the early days 
when Elma had a lamplighter, Charley fiIled this role. 
Eventually, Charley sold his business to Charlie K b  
bassa. 

Charles and Dora had six children: Frank, William, 
Gertrude, Roy, Estelle, and Elmer. 

William Tyler beg= his barber career in E l m  with 
Dewey Garrett and Bill Clancy giving him his first 
chance. He also worked with Bert Siddal before mov- 
ing t o  Alta Vista in 1914. He also helped with his 
father’s butchering. 

Frank “Packey’’ and Elmer “Bummy” barbered 
with William Tyler. Bummy returned to ELma in the 
1930’s and barbered in his own shop. Packey was in the 
Rainbow Division in World War I. 

Gertrude worked as an operator at the Elma Tele- 
phone Exchange a number of years prior to her mar- 
riage to Charlie Luluitz of Aka Vista. 
Ray worked in the Diekmann Grocery and then as a 

mechanic in the Diekmann Garage before moving to 
Oelwein where he worked as a mechanic. 

Estelle married Robert Mabry and they had one 
daughter, Roberta. Stella died at the age of 20, and 
Roberta was r a i d  by Charley and Dora Tyler. 

The Tyler home in Elma was built about 1888 and is 
now the home of Anna Dybevik. 

Gettrade Tyler Lukritz,  
daughter of Charles Tyler. 

Unger FamiIy 
e_ 

.. I 

i Mr. William Unger 

Wdlian Unger WEIS born January 15, 1852, at  
Brallentiert, Germany. He was one of the organizers of 
the Lutheran Church in Elma. The first church service 

285 



was held at  his home March 2, 1889. H e  died Janu- 
ary 1, 1942. 

August Unger was born September 24, 1875, at  
Brallentien, Germany. He married Martha Flugge. 
Martha was born August 14, 1883, at Maddenburg, 
Germany. §he came to the United States as a small 
child, living in Illinois before moving to Iowa. August 
died November 3, 1939, 

Edna Unger was born December 20, 1903. She at- 
tended the Howard County School and the Elma High 
Schwl. She married William Lamprecht June 1,1926, 
in Elma. She died October 6,1972. 

(Left to rigkttAngllfit Unger, William and Martha 
Unger Lamprecht. ISeatedk-Wilma Lsrnprecht, Edna 
Lamprecbt, holding Dale. 

John Vokaty Family 

Joseph and Barbara (Samec) Jilma lived southeast of 
Elma on a farm. They were the parents of three chil- 
dren: Lillian, born April 23. 1896; Laddie, and Cecilia 
(Sister Methodia 05F). 

Joseph was killed at an early age when traveling 
over the railroad pass, hiis horse became frightened by 
the train and he was thrown down the embankment 
and sustained a broken neck. He died two days later. 

John Vokaty was the son of Albert and Anna 
(Boverka) Vokaty. 

John and Lillian were married October 7, 1913, at 
Holy pkinity Church in Protivin; they were the parents 
of two adopted children, Rita (Vokaty) Hereid and 
Robert Vokaty. 

John and La moved to Elma in 1932 and purchased 

Mrs. Lillian Vokaty, who 
celebrated her 90th birthday ou 
April 28,1W. 

the residence previously owned by the Rayden famiiy. 
Mrs. Jilrna made her home with her daughter for 
several years. 

John spent his working years doing carpenter work, 
and Lill was a telephone operator and later was the 
priests' housekeeper for Father F. Cassidy, Father J. 
Weber, and Father R. Kalb, as well as caring for 
several assistant priests. Lill celebrated her 90th birth- 
day on April 23, 1986. 

-- 
l p -  -'f .-. - - --- 

Tbe John Vokaty Famdy-Rita Wokaty) Nereid, ?+'Ira. 
Lillian Yokaty, 6011, Rnbert Vakaty. 

Edward Voves, Sr. 

Ed Voves, Sr., was born to John and Agnes Kubik 
Voves. His brothers and sisters included: Agnes, John, 
Frank, Abbie, Joe, Charles, Mary, and Helen Zobeck, 
Elma. 

His mother, Anna, was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Vincent Kubik. 

Edward married Marie Berka, daughter of Joseph 
and Victoria Samec Berka of Ridgeway, in 1942. 
They were parents of two sons, Luvern and Edward, 

Js., both of Elma. 
Ed is a retired farmer and now resides at Colonial 

Manor in Elma; Marie is deceased. 

Mr. and hlrs. E d w d  
Vows, Sr. 

Edward voves. Jr. 

C T -  

:-:s 

Debrs Voves E d w d  Voves. 3r. Joanne 
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r., SQII of Edward and Marie Berka 
d Debra Meyerhoff, daughter of 
oethler) Meyerhoff, in 1971. 
of three daughters: Joanne. Julie 

in Elma where Ed is empIoyed by 
:quity as mill operator. He is a 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

srn Voves Family 
Vows were united in marriage 
Vern’s parents were Edward, Sr., 

roves. Jean’s parents were bander 
er) Heying of Elma. 
wits of four children: Ronald Ed- 
sed; LeAnn Marie, 1970; Randal 
Bradley John, 1980. 
0th grew up in m a l  Elma and at- 
c and parochial schools. They are 
iculate Conception Church. Vem 
am conflict from 1965 to 1967. He 
of the Knights of Columbus Coun- 

s. He is also a fourth degree Knight 
ibly. Re is a volunteer fireman and 
nt chief. He formerly served on the 
s presently a member of the E h a  
He has been employed at AUied, 
rm, for 22 years. Sean is currently 
ens of Sara Lee in New Hampton, 

John Wacha Family 

John Wacha, Sr.”.rg, father and mother came to 
America from Bohemia. Mary Wacha, wife of John 
Wacha, Sr., parents also came from Bohemia, and their 
names were Mr. and Mrs. Anton Roman. Mr. Roman’s 
first job in America was to work for the railroad when 
the line was being constructed through Elma. He later 
settled in the Maple Leaf area. 

John and Mary Wacha farmed in the MapIe Leaf 
area a l l  their married life. They had three children: 
Loretta Ludwig, died in 1974; Ione Benson of Post- 
ville; and John Wacha, Jr., who is currently owner of 
the farm and has been on the farm since his birth in 
1922. The Wacha family farm has been in the Wacha 
name since 1879. John, St., died in 1960 and Maty died 
in 1980. 
John Wacha, Jr., married Margaret Ann Berka, 

daughter of Joe and VictoFia Berka of Ridgeway, on 
November 8, 1950, They are the parents of four 
children: John 111, born September 16, 9952; Joseph, 
born July 9,1956; Judy, born September 15,1960; and 
Mary, born June 29, 1967. 

John €11 is operating Wacha’s Barbershop in Elma 
since 1973, and is also employed by hihis father in their 
insurance agency, Wacha’s Insurance. Joseph is 
employed at the Cresco Plant Peddlers and lives near 
Cresco. 

Judy married Don Bartels, son of Herbert and 
Verona Bartels of Elma, on February €6, 1980, and 
they farm northwest of Elma. They are the parents of 
two children: Melissa, born January 16, 1982, and 
Michelle, born June 2,1985. Mary is currently living at 
home. 

The family beIongs t o  O u r  Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
Church. 

In 1954, John Wacha, Jr., started the Wacha In- 
surance Agency. The agency started on the family 
farm and today, along with his son, John 111, khey run 
the agency from the farm. 

1 
, -  n v z -  I 

eft t o  riRht)--Rnndy and Bradley. 
‘t to rightl-LeAnn, Vern. and Jean 

Don, Joseph, Judy, John IEl, Margie bolding Melissa, Mar> and 
John Jr. 

John and Mary 
Wacha married Nw 
vember 8. 1910. 

1 P 

- 
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Weber Family 

Casper Weber and Mary Ashbrenner were mar- 
wemh 20, 1890. They came t o  the Elma area 
1. He died in 1927 and she died in 1949. - family was made up of Carl, Casper, Mrs. Wm. 
Thies, Mrs, John (Grace) Dusheck, Mrs. Robert 
Spaddng, Mrs. Richard (Hattie) Rowley, 
and John. 
Weber came to this area in 1905 having been 
i Des Moines June 1, 1892. He attended Elma 
i and owned and operated a blacksmith shop in 
He made his home with his sister, Mrs. Mary 
He died in February of 1958. 

The Diedrich Weers Family 

rich Johan Wehrs was born in Prussia on Octo- 
,845. He m e  to the United States in January, 
ind became a citizen of the United States on 
, 1871, County of Ramsey, St. Pad, Minnesota. 
i time he changed the spelling of his last name 
lehrs to Weers. 
rich Weers and Anna Maria Miller were married 
.e Mills, Wisconsin, and came to Howard Coun- 
ve. They farmed northeast of Maple Leaf. Later 
ovdl into Elma t Q  live in a brick house that Mr. 
built, lmted on the corner south of the Elma 
l i s t  Church. This house was taken down in later 
and a new modern home was b d t  by new 

rich Weers and family were members of the St. 
,utheraa Church. Mr. Weers was a member of 
it council and of the building committee of this 
, Mr. and Mrs. Weers were the parents of eight 
R: William, Mrs. August (Emma) Wolf, Mrs. 
n (Lillie) Mantz, John, Mrs. Ben (Laura) 
feldt, Mrs. Carl (CIara) Kemp, Mrs. Edward 
e) Kruger, and Mrs, E d  (ALlene) Ring. 
rich and sons, William (Bdl) and John, were well 
as brick layers and masons. His son-in-law, 

t F. Wolf, was the carpenter for aLl their 
g throughout the community. 
only threestory building in EIma was b d t  by 
:h Weers in 1896. The buiIding was located on 
jvenue. Some years later he removed the third 
md used the material when building the Opera 

Weera, 1845- William “Rill” Weem, 
father of Arlyn “Shrimp” 
Weers. 

House, which now is the Elma Locker. 
Some other work of the Weers famiIy include the 

local hospital building, the former creamery building 
on West Main Street, the. Lutheran Church in Alta 
Vista, the convent building and the Parish House in 
Lourdes, and the Lourdes Store, which was operated 
by the Chihak family. The store burned down a few 
years ago and was replaced by another building. 

The fireplace in the E h n  Park was built by William 
Weers, with W.P.A. workers helping him, William 
Weers’ son, Arthur, also did masonry work. 

Survivors today of the Diedrich Weers family are the 
grandchildren, Arlp  Diedrich Weers of Elma; Eileen 
Mantz, Northwood, Iowa; Waldron Kemp, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa; Harold Schoenfeldt. Charles City, Iowa; 
Aletha Kmger, Elma, Iowa; Mildred Joachim, Deni- 
son, Iowa; Lois Dinger, RiceviIle, Iowa; and Marlene 
Dillon, Cresco, Iowa. There are several great grand- 
clddren. 

Thee grandchildren are deceased- Arthur (Serthal 
Weera, Wilbur (Tubby) Weers, and WiUis (Johnny) 
Weers. 

As of today, the Weers name is carried on by: ArIyn 
Diedrich Weers, son of William Car1 Weers; Richard 
Arlyn Weers, aon of Arlyn Diedrich Weers; Gerald 
Allan Weers, son of Richard Arlyn Weers; Braden 
Cory Weers, son of Gerald Allan Weers; Gary Arlyn 
Weers, son of Richard Arlyn Weers; and Michael John 
Weers, son of Willis John Weers. 

Arlyn and Rosella Weem 

Arlyn and RoseUa Weers are lifetime residents of 
E h a .  Both graduated from the Elma Public High 
Schod-Arlyn with the class of 1927 and Rosella with 
the class of 1929. They are the parents of one son, 
Richard, who with his wife, live at Converse, Texas. 
Arlyn and Rosella have three grandchildren and thee 
great-grandchildren. Through the years Arlyn has 
been known as “Shrimp.” 

On February 9, 1982, the Weers celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary wMe visiting their f d y  in .-. 
Texas. 

A r l p  and Rmeila Weem 

Richard and Gloria Weera 

Richard’s parents are Arlyn and Rosella Weers of 
Elma, and Gloria of Cedar Rapids, is the daughter of 
Elsie Wiegner and the late Ewald Wiegner. 

Richard was graduated from the Elma Public High 
School with the class of 1950, He served with the U.S. 
Air Force for twenty years. After hs retirement from 
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ut Whitinger was born the son of Jake and Clara 
affer) Whitinger. He attended Riceville schools and 
?r on married Irene Chihak. They lived and farmed 
ee miles north of Elma, which is now a “Century 
‘m of 1884.” 
Irt and Irene were the parents of four children: 
m t ,  Jack, Joe and Mrs. Robert (Marlene) Lewis. 
:obert was born in 1936 and his wife, Connie, was 
n the same year. They were married in 1959. They 
the owners of Bondag Recap. Co. of Topeka, Kan- 
. En 1984, their son, Robert G., married Helen Ryan 
I they are the parents of one child, Blyth C., who 
3 born in 1985. 
ack Whitinger and his wife, Millie (Rohaska), were 
n in 1938. They both attended the Elma Public 
mol and were marsid in April of 1958. In addition 
arming the “Family Farm,’# they operated the Alibi 
r e m  in J 968 and in 1972, the Alibi Lanes. They now 
nage the J. R Whitco Cabinet Factory of Elma. 
:y are the parents of two children: Mrs. Lee (Tm- 
1 Cochran and Tony. 
oe Whitinger and his wife, Kathy (Reed), were born 
1946. Joe attended the Immaculate Conception 
tool, and Kathy, the Riceville schools. They were 
rried in 1965. At present, they publish the “‘Elma 
ninder,” and also sun Whitinger Insurance. They 
the parents of five children: Jim (deceased), Jamie, 
on, Jarvis and Joshua. 
Iarlene (Whitinger) Lewis was born in 1955. She 
I her husband, Robert, were married in 1974. She is 
R.N. with Home Care and he is a Farmers Insurance 
)up agent. They have two children: DanyeLle, born 
,976, and MichaeI, born in 1979. 

Ed Worple Family 

id and Frieda (DeVries) WorpIe farmed west of 
na until his retirement when they moved into Elma. 
‘hey are parents of six chiidren: Mrs. Don (LaVonne) 
:thler, Fred, John, Merle, Jim and Dianne. 
ohn married Mary Dempsey and they have thee 
Idren. Merle married Marilyn Schwake and they 
re two daughters. John and Merle operate lthe Elma 
:ker. 
im and his wife, Pat, have two children. He is 
ployed by the Chester Pallet Factory, and Pat is an 
ployee of Comprehensive Systems. 
:d and Frieda are both deceased. 

x -- 

3 
, c  F 

I Ed and Frieda Worple 

John Worple Family 
o h  and Mary (Dempsey) Worple live on a farm 

acreage northeast of Elma. John is the son of Ed and 
Frieda (DeVries) Worple. They are the parents of three 
children: Craig, Steve and Chris. John works in the 
E l m  Locker and Mary is head of the dietary depart- 
ment at Colonial Manor. 

Craig married Nancy Freidhof, daughter of Vince 
and Phyllis Freidhof, on June 9, 1979. They are the 
patents of two children, Courtney and Marcy. 

Steve married Kay Kruger, daughter of Irwin and 
Althea Kmger, on July 25, 1981 = They axe the parents 
of one son, Michael. 

Chris married Mark Pietan, son of Harlin and Isabel 
Pietan, December 29,1979. They had one daughter, 
Jackie. Chris was killed in an auto accident on July 13, 
1984. 

Joha Worple family. lStanding in CearI-Sieve Worple. nRft te 
rightkMark Pietan, Chris (WorpleF Pietaa, Mary and John Worple, 
Nancy and Craig WorpIe. 

Craig Worple 

Nancy and Crnig Worple weddinR. (Back mw)-Jdie m d  George 
Frpidhor holding son, Jeff. (IRft to rightl4ynthia and Ron 
Freidhof bolding daughter, Kelli. (Front row, left to 
tighth-Kathy Freidhof, Phyllim and Wince Freidhof, Nmcy 
Freidhof Worpie, and Craig Worple. (FrontI-Brd Freidhof, son 
of George and Julie and Melissa Freidhof, daughter of Ron and 
Cynthia. 
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Craig Worple, son of John and Mary Worple, and 
Nancy Freidhof, daughter of Vincent and Phyllis 
Freidhof, were mamid June 9, 1979. They axe the 
parents of ~ W O  children: Courtlley and Marcy. Craig 
works at  Howard County Equity and Nancy is em- 
phyed part-time at  Colonia! Manor in Elma and as a 
housewife. 

Lavern Worple Family 

Lavern R., 8011 of Tern and Dolores WorpIe of E h a ,  
was born in the Elma Hospital on April 21, 1952, and 
has residd in Elma all his life except 1971-73 when he 
worked in Illinois. 

Lavern, Jr., married Betty Trout November 14, 
1973, in Princeton, Illinois. Betty was a supervisor 
with GTE and Lavern was an accountant with Illinois 
Grain Carp. and Holiday Inns. They moved back to 
Elma November 7, 1974. 

Lavern is  employed as an accountant for C & H 
Farm Service, New Hampton, Iowa, and is serving our 
town as City Clerk. He is a member of the Knights of 
Ccolumbus, Elma Community Club, Farm Bureau and 
active as a CCD teacher, I. C. Lector, Catholic 
Charities Lay-speaker, and Red Cross Multi-Media In- 
structor, and in the TEC program of the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque. 

Betty is a certified med-aide at Colonial Manor, 
Elma, and a newspaper correspondent for Times-Plain 
Dealer, Riceville Recorder, Charles City Press, New 
Hampton Tribune and Waterloo Courier. She is active 
in cornunity affairs being a 4-H leader, I. C. Choir 
Director and organist, 9th grade CCD teacher, E h a  
Cottage Religious Education Coordinator and Senior 
Citizens Meal Site Coordinator and a member of the 
Altar-Rosary Society. 
In 1977, Toby, Chris and Matt Trout, nephews of the 

couple joined their home and and were adopted by 
Lavern and Betty on Match 11, 1986, 

Nick Zeimetz Family 
Nick Zeimetz immigrated to the United States from 

Seifferwick, Germany, in 1930 and became a Wnited 
States citizen in 1957. He lived with hi3 aunt and uncle 
in Avan, Minnesota, and worked as a butcher at St. 
John's University until he moved to the Elma-Alta 
Vista area in 1936. He worked for Charles Klobassa as 
a butcher for two years. In 1938 he married Lidwina 
Busch of Festina and they started farming northwest 
of Elma. Prior to being married, Lidwina had worked 
at the Hastings Hospital in Elma for a year. In 1946 
they moved to an acreage in Busti and he work4 part 
time for Mobassa's until 1947 when he started work- 
ing for Oliver in Charles City, He was employed there 
at the time of his death in 1961. He was a KC member. 
Lidwina was a den mother and taught religion. She is 
stilI an active resident of Elma. They were the parents 
of seventeen cMdren. 

Virgil (deceased)-Worked for Western Electric in 
Rochester, Minnesota, and was part owner of Zeimetz 
Motors, Spring Valley, Minnesota. He was married to 

See phuto at end ofphoto section 



Tom-Lives in Minneapolis and is a bartender at a In 1981, Mike was employed a t  the Howard County 
private club. He does specid education volunteer work Equity Service Station and in 1983 they leased the sta- 
with handicapped children. tion. In 1985, they purchased the building and to- 

Linda-Married to Francis Smith and they have five gether operate the business, “Zeimetz Service. ” 
children. They reside and farm east of Elma. Besides Kimberly, born in 1972, the Zeimetz’s have 

Tina (Christine)-Married to Dale Roethler and they two other daughters, Lori Ann, born in 1974; and Re& 
have two children. They reside on a farm west of A h  Margaret, born in 1977. 

is a carpenter. 
Barb-Married to Pat Smith and they have three 

children. They reside on a farm southeast of E h .  
Barb works for Comprehensive Systems, EIma, and 
Pat runs the county maintainer and farms. 

Mary Jo-Married t o  Lonnie Friedrich and they 
have three children. They reside and farm north of 
Elma. Mary Jo works for Peoples Savings Bank in 
Elma. 

Nick, Jr.-Shop Foreman at Z e h e t z  Motors, Spring 
Valley, Minnesota. He is married to Teresa Wemett 
and they have three children. They reside in Elma 
where Teresa is a teacher’s aide at the Elma Preschool. 

Larry-Lives in Phoenix, Arizona, and is a bar- 
bedhairstylist in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

Vista. Tina works for Sara Lee in New Hampton. Dale -- 

Ben &her 

Ben Zelner was well-known in the community as a 
dealer in scrap iron and hides. He was born in Russia 
and came to the U.S. around 1911, first to Osage and 
later to Elma. He was engaged in the hide and wool 
business most of the time he Iivd here. Me never mar- 
ried and lived in rmms over the Condon Produce Sta- 
tion. He was killed in a car accident in 1936. He former- 
ly Gved in an old wooden store building OB west Main 
Street that burned and he lost his belongings and lus 
collection of rags. 

Franci:sr “Zip” Zeimetz Family 

~ ~ ~ c i ~  “zip” and Linda zeirneh were dune 
saa, born ~ ~ i 1 3 0 ,  17, 1977. They have two 

1979, Scott, born April 18, 1981. 

F r d  &be& Family 

Frank and Grace &beck were born and raised in the 
Elma area. They farmed in the area and were the 
parents of five children: Lester, who was killed at Pearl 
Harbor; Jim of Cresco; Lavern of Elma; Lorraine (Mrs. 
Joe Kipping) of Cedar Rapids; and DeIoris (Mrs. Don 
Knutson) of Jerico. Frank and Grace are both de- 
ceased. 

Mike Zeimetz Family 
Mike Zeimetz, son of Lidwina (Busch) and the late 

Nick Zeimetz, married R Q S ~ I Y ~ ~  Smith, daughter of 
Mabel (Tierney) and the late Clem Smith, on November 
28, 1970, at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Lourdes. 
In their first three years of marriage they lived in Hia- 
watha, Iowa. wedding annivermry. 

Mike was employed at Century Engineering, while 
Rosemary attended Paris Academy of Beauty in Cedar 
Rapids. After completing school she was employed at 
Sonya’s Boutique in Cedar Rapids. 

In 1973, Mike, Rosie and lmberly  moved to Elma 
on the Albert Lauck farm, owned by Harfin Pietan. At 
this time, Mike was employed by White Farm Equip 
ment in Charles City. Rosie was then employed at “Lit- 
t l e  Butch’s” bar and restaurant owned by Don Bur- 
zette and later was employed at Colonid Manor Nus .  
ing Home. 
In 1918, the &imetzns purchased a house in EIma 

Ihom as the Cora McCarthy-Gertrude Clark home). 

crate and Frank 

Lavern %beck Family 

Lavern &beck, son of Frank and Grace Zobeck, 
f i v d  all his life in the E h a  area. When his parents 
moved into Elma in 1960, he and his wife, Betty, 
moved to their farm and are presently living there. 

Lavern and Betty are  parents of four children: 
Steven, David, Diane and Randy. 
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Betty end Vern Zobecl 
1947. 

Victor %Seck Family 

Victor Zobeck, son of Joseph and dosephjne ! 
married Helen Vows, daughter of John a n t  
VOWS, on November 4, 1936. 

They were the parents of two children: Da* 
Judith. 

Judith was killed in a head-on automobile B 
on October 13, 1967, at the age of 21. 

David married Carol Zentz, daughter of Vi 
M f i e  Lentz, on February 9,1963, They are the 
of five sons: Mark (221, Mike (211, Steven (191, 
(13) and Jesse (6). They are Elma residents whei 
is employed at  Comprehensive Systems. Davi 

Marvin Nielsen family. Standing, Peder, Beverly. Roue 
Joyce, Rsthy beet ) ,  Patty. Seated, pularv$l, 

Mr. and Mw. Frank Nibaur-5Oth An- 
nivemary. 

John and Ells Palmemhim 



f 

Elruy nnd Sandy Streich, Holly and Bryan. 
Roland Thiea temily. Rnck row: Roland, Greg, Bill, 
Mary. Front: Sheryl and Tim Thier,. -n 

Mra. John Voves 

Ronelrl Tierney family. Rsrk row: Chad, Sandra, Ronald. 
Fmnt: Thress and Cmey.  

Eugene Frridhuf fsmily--Gwt, Mike, Betty (Freidhof) Praska, 
David, Richard, and Gene. 

Mike and Alice Fogarty and 
Alice Bropby. i 

sk": Left to riplht: Dove and Donna 
Fanpnan. Shsne. Ryan, and Jared. 

Mrs. John Lenehan, Mary 1F0garty) 
Brophy, John Fogarty, Alice Fogarty, 
and Mike Fogarty. 
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rill, Barb. Jonathan. 

I 

q ' 

M t .  and Mm. Wdlece Hiddiag 

Gert and Alvie Jnhnson 

Gay LnftuR family. Badt FOX 

Pat, Roh. Front: Olga md Gay. 

I 

'i 
' P  7 .  

c 

I 4 t .-'r , b  + d -II 

Otto h m m  children-Mwin cadwig. Delbert Streich. h i 0  Meier, 
Kenneth Krumm, and Ehoy Stneich. 

Mildred Mulick. daughter 
of Dr. Mulick. 

Van= and Debbie FanRman Moorman 

Mr. H. A. Moore, the 
photogrepher. 

I 
I 

I 

I 
t h n k  Meicr 
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Mr. and Mre, Tim Oeegan, once lived 
in the home now owned By Katherine 
Bcaamasier. 

Emwt and M ~ r i r  

-.- 

.e-., 

t I ElRan tamiiy, Standing: George ! 
(Burke! Elgas, Frank Sullivan, Leo 
Clara Shannon. Isabelle Elliott, 
Margaret Sullivan, Peter E ~ R E I ~ ,  C 
at  Thomas and Margaret Elgas' go1 

/ 
Mrs. Hi R a n c i d  Erinn, R 

former Elma resident. 

BUST1 PEOPLE 

3 
.-, 

4 

- r / * 

GrorRe and Mary Qstrander 

George Ostrander was born in Pennsylvania in A p d  
of 1823. He apprenticed in his father's blacksmith 
shop at age 10. He came to Iowa in 1856 and during 
the intervening years, watched the country change 
from a vast unknown prairie to a rich and thickly set- 
tled comuuity. He married Catherine Shult and she 
died in 1860. They were the parents of thee children- 
Nancy, Betsey and George. 
In 1862 he married Lizzie Boggess and they had one 

child, Ermina. Lizzie died and in 1867 he married Mary 
Huber. They had six children: M a r y ,  Emily, William, 
Antone, Maggie, and Cora. 

George died in November of 1914. 
He had been one of the charter members of the Good 

Samaritan M g e  when it  was organized in Elma. He 
operated a blacksmith shop on one corner of his farm 
at  Busti for many years. In the early days he was often 
engaged as an auctioneer. He took a prominent past in 
t he  social and business life of the community. 

George built a blacksmith shop in 1860. It  was a 
landmark in the area and was tarn down in 1905. 

A. Rowley lived more than 28 years at Busti where 
he had a wagon and blacksmith ahop. He &led in 1926. 


